The Superpowers and the Middle East
Egypt the promised aid, to come forward immediately with an
offer to help in the construction of the Aswan dam. As a matter
of fact, there was no immediate Soviet interest in the project.58
This attitude, however, underwent a change two years later—in
1958—in the light of fresh political developments when a rift
developed between Cairo and Baghdad that affected the Arab
Communist Parties. Since this was undesirable from the Soviet
point of view, Moscow became eager to keep Nasser happy and
decided to offer Egypt its assistance for the construction of the
Aswan High Dam after more than two years of hesitation to com-
mit iself.
In the same year a new dimension was added to Soviet Egyptian
friendship when the communist oriented Afro-Asian Peoples'
Solidarity Movement set up its organization in Cairo. The fact
that the Russians and the Egyptians could agree to cooperate in
such a "patently obvious communist front organization", indi-
cated the extent to which the Russians had succeeded in extend-
ing their influence on Nasser. In October 1958, the Soviet Union
granted a loan of $100 million to finance the first stage of the
Aswan Dam53 and also agreed to provide Soviet technicians and
machinery needed for the construction of the dam. Egypt also
accepted the Soviet offer in January I960, to build the second
stage of the dam on the same basis as the first, using Soviet men
and equipment.
In so far as trade between the Soviet Union and the countries
of the Middle East were concerned, they were relatively insigni-
ficant before 1954, but started increasing after that year and rose
sharply in 1957 and 1958, Simultaneously, a number of coun-
tries in the region, particularly Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Yemen
started receiving appreciable economic and technical assistance
from the Soviet Union. In providing economic assistance, the
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